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THE VISUAL CLIFF 
The Visual Cliff is an apparatus created by Eleanor J. Gibson and Richard D. Walk, both Psychologists at Cornell University.  The Visual Ciff consists of a test given to infants to test their depth perception. The Visual Cliff is also used to investigate the development of depth perception in non-human animals.   	Comment by Stephanie Kresloff: Great explanation! I think you could use a more defined introduction here, though.

The Visual Cliff apparatus is made up of a table with a checkerboard pattern steeping down a cliff to a surface with the same pattern at a certain distance below the tabletop. The apparatus is covered with a transparent surface and the participant is positioned on it, at the border between the tabletop and the cliff.

The Visual Cliff creates the visual illusion of a cliff while protecting the subject from injury. (Kendra Cherry, 2020).

The Visual Cliff work can be said to have laid the groundwork for understanding and doing significant research on depth perception and the fear of significant height.	Comment by Stephanie Kresloff: I think this is a really great point! I wonder if you could use this information earlier in the paper. 

In this paper, we will review the history behind the Visual Cliff, then we will discuss main aspects of the Visual Cliff infants test and the Visual Cliff animals Test.  We will move on to dive deeper into understanding psychological implications of the Visual Cliff before concluding and summarizing our paper. 	Comment by Stephanie Kresloff: You definitely want to review your topic, but it’s really important that in a Lit Review you focus on the body of research. We can talk about this . 

Eleanor Gibson and Richard Walk executed their experimental work in 1959 at Cornell University.   They were interested in whether or not infant’s ability to perceive depth was a learned behaviour or if it was innate.

Early version of the experiments also involved animal subjects such as kittens, dogs, turtles, goats, rats, lambs and pigs. 

A Visual Cliff was constructed by modifying a glass table and applying optical illusion devices.  Thirty-six crawling infants’ participants ranging from six to fourteen months old were involved in the studies.  The caregivers asked the infants to cross from the shallow side of the table to the deep side.  The care givers would hold an enticing toy to motivate the infants to move towards them. 	Comment by Stephanie Kresloff: Consider the sample size and the age range, and how it might impact the outcome of the study. 

Results reported that nine infants never crossed the centreboard.  Twenty-seven of the subjects crawled to the shallow side when enticed to do so.  Only three of the twenty-seven crawled off the visual cliff when they were asked by their care giver to do so from the deep side.  The remaining twenty-four children either crawled away from the Visual Cliff’s edge or cried out because they could not make it to their caregiver. 	Comment by Stephanie Kresloff: Is this from the same study as mentioned above? It’s a bit hard for me to tell if this is data from a new study, or the same one, etc.

In the actual Visual Cliff experimental procedure, the infants were placed one at a time on a Visual Cliff, created using a big glass that was raised about a foot off the floor.   Half of the glass table would have a checker pattern underneath to portray a sallow side appearance.  In order to create a deeper side, a checker pattern was created on the floor; this side is the visual cliff. 	Comment by Stephanie Kresloff:  Make sure you focus more on the methods used and the experiment outcomes rather than summarizing the research.  
Though the glass table stretched all the way across, the checker pattern on the floor creates the illusion of a sudden drop-off.

The placement of the infants on the centre board was done on an individual basis. Caregiver of each child would call the child from the deep side and then from the shallow side. Researchers looked to see if the infant would cross the deep side and crawl to the caregiver, or if the infant would crawl away from its caregiver, moving towards toward the shallow side instead.

The researchers also tested animals such as, turtles, and rats cats, chicks, goats, lambs, to see if they would cross the visual cliff. These animals did not have their caregiver present to call them.	Comment by Stephanie Kresloff: Which researchers do you mean? It can easily get confusing for this kind of paper because throughout the paper you’ll be talking about 6 different studies.
The animals were tested at the age in which they started to move independently, not necessarily at age 6 months to 14 months old. 	Comment by Stephanie Kresloff: This could be really useful information! Let’s talk about this in reference to Section 3.
[bookmark: _Hlk57040653]The following behavioural patterns were drawn statistically from infants involved in the experiments; nine of the infants did not move off the centre board , the twenty seven infants who moved, crossed into the shallow side when their caregivers called them from the shallow side, three of the infants crawled off the Visual Cliff towards their mother when called from the deep side, when called from the deep side, the remaining 24 children crawled to the shallow side or cried because they could not cross the visual cliff and make it to their mother	Comment by Stephanie Kresloff:  Where did you get this information? Be sure to cite.
The following behavioral patterns were drawn statistically from animals involved in the experiments; the chicks 24 hours old or younger hopped off the center board and crossed the shallow side avoiding the deep side.  Lambs and goats did not cross into the deep side. Four-week-old kittens preferred the shallow side, and rats did not show a preference for either the shallow or the deep side. 
We can learn from the experiment on infants that the ability identify and perceive depth does manifests as early as infants are able to crawl.  During the early years, the capacity to be afraid of height develops in humans.  Though humans may not be born with depth perception, that ability develops once eyes are able to form a dimensional view of the things around. 
In the case of animals, most turtles for example crawled towards the shallow side and this can be explained by the fact that turtles do not have good depth perception abilities.
Further research and work continue to go on as to whether depth perception and other perceptual abilities are learned or innate.   Some of those studies indicate that depth perception may be present at birth but danger’s avoidance are learned via experience as the infants grows, makes mistakes and learns from those mistakes. 
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